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to make a success of his numerous journalistic ventures, he was still a 
giant intellectually, and far in advance of his time. 

F. J. Herriott, who has written a number of articles that show how 
the balance of power lay in the German vote of the Middle West in the 
Lincoln campaign of i860, contributes to the present volume "The 
Premises and Significance of Abraham Lincoln's Letter to Theodor 
Canisius". In this letter Lincoln gives an unequivocal reply as to his 
position on the Massachusetts Amendment: 

Understanding the spirit of our institutions to aim at the elevation of 
men, I am opposed to whatever tends to degrade them. I have some 
little notoriety for commiserating the oppressed condition of the negro; 
and I should be strangely inconsistent if I should favor any project for 
curtailing the existing rights of white men, even though born in different 
lands and speaking different languages from myself. 

The "Recollections of a Forty-Eighter ", by Maj. Fred. Behlen- 
dorff, Saxon revolutionist, present a very realistic picture of the morale, 
equipment, and generalship existing in the early days of the Civil War 
in Missouri. Behlendorff took part in the capture of the St. Louis 
arsenal for the United States government, and in the Missouri cam- 
paigns under Lyon and Sigel, subsequently enlisting in the 13th Illinois 
Cavalry and promoted to the rank of major in 1864. 

An interesting literary contribution is contained in the article by E. 
H. Zeydel, on "The German Theatre in New York, 1878-1914", in 
which the principle of co-operation, as opposed to the starring system, 
is emphasized as the life-work of Heinrich Conried. His unfulfilled aim 
was the founding of a national American theatre with this principle in 
view. An unpublished letter of Paul Follen (brother of Carl Follen of 
Massachusetts), leader of a German emigration to Missouri in the thir- 
ties, presents a vivid picture of the hardships of pioneer life on the 
banks of the Missouri in the early days of settlement. A German song 
of 1778, relating to mercenaries in America (C. A. Williams), is of 
antiquarian interest, but sounds a Tory note hardly in keeping with the 
spirit that pervades the rest of the volume. 

Albert B. Faust. 

Filibusters and Financiers: the Story of William Walker and his 
Associates. By William O. Scroggs, Ph.D., Professor of Eco- 
nomics and Sociology in Louisiana State University. (New 
York: The Macmillan Company. 1916. Pp. x, 408.) 

This is an authoritative narrative of filibustering activities of the 
decade before i860. It is a story of long- forgotten episodes and achieve- 
ments, full of personal daring and startling incidents, and portrayed with 
considerable vivacity although sometimes with tedious detail. Inciden- 
tally it throws side-lights on the spirit of the American nation and the 
policy of the American government. Parts of it have already appeared 
in the American Historical Review (X. 792) and the Mississippi Valley 
Historical Review (I. 198). 
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It is essentially a biography of William Walker, lawyer, physician, 
journalist, politician, and soldier of fortune, America's greatest fili- 
buster, who by mere forceful personality attained high power, from 
which he fell, a victim of his own audacity. After considering the 
varied and complex forces which explain filibusterism, it traces Walker's 
early attempt to establish a republic in Lower California and Sonora, 
his bold designs in Central America culminating in his conquest of Nica- 
ragua, his election to the presidency of the country, his plans to secure 
American investments, his efforts to obtain recognition at Washington, 
his struggle against the allied neighboring powers whom he forced to ask 
for European protection, his participation in the struggle of financiers 
for control of the transit route, his failures and his renewal of deter- 
mined efforts, his final overthrow through the vengeful influence of 
Vanderbilt, and his capture and execution through English aid. 

In chapter III., Walker's Forerunners, the author gives special atten- 
tion to the early California filibusters of 1850, but does not mention the 
Cuban filibusters. In a later chapter he shows that Walker's attention 
was diverted to Central America by Byron W. Cole, who in 1854 went 
to Nicaragua with William V. Wells (a grandson of Samuel Adams). 
Incidentally he introduces various other expeditions, such as that of 
Henry L. Kinney, who was erroneously supposed to be acting in co- 
operation with Walker, but who was really a competitor. 

Perhaps the most interesting part of the book is that relating to the 
activities of the various financial interests seeking to control the transit 
route: the opening of the route by Vanderbilt, the co-operation of 
Walker in the Morgan-Garrison scheme against the Vanderbilt interests, 
the withdrawal of the company steamers by Vanderbilt to prevent re- 
cruits from reaching Walker, the later contest of three rival groups of 
New York capitalists for the franchise of the transit route, which be- 
came complicated by a boundary dispute, the threatened intrusion of a 
French company represented by M. Belly, and the final success and re- 
venge of Vanderbilt, who for a large money subsidy from the rival 
Panama line kept the Nicaragua route closed. 

The closure of the transit, causing a-diversion of traffic which per- 
haps changed the destiny of Nicaragua, was the most important result 
of Walker's career. His enterprise, by its failure, delayed indefinitely 
the " regeneration " which he proclaimed as his purpose. 

In summarizing Walker's motives, Dr. Scroggs denies the traditional 
explanation that he was an apostle of slavery extension and asserts that 
he aimed first to create out of the republics of Central America a strong 
federated state organized and governed on military principles; then, as 
dictator of this confederation, he planned to effect the conquest of Cuba ; 
and then to bring to realization the dream of an interoceanic canal. In 
explaining his decrees in favor of slavery, which were influenced by a 
visit of Soule, the author states that he contemplated not annexation to 
the United States but possibly a future alliance with the Southern States 
after their secession from the American union. 
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The author has had training in historical research and his work ex- 
hibits evidences of industrious and careful investigation. He has not 
only drawn from the earlier accounts of Montfur, Perez, Nicaise, and 
Roche, and various reminiscences, but he apparently has made close 
examination of American newspapers of the period covered, and has 
had access to original manuscript archives in the State and Navy depart- 
ments at Washington. He has also used the Wheeler scrap-books (now 
in the Library of Congress) prepared by the American minister in Nica- 
ragua, and also a scrap-book compiled by John P. Heiss, at one time a 
proprietor of the New Orleans Delta and later sent by Marcy as a 
special agent to Nicaragua. Foot-note references are given but refer- 
ences to manuscript " Despatches " and " Notes " are not always com- 
plete. 

Dr. Scroggs has not exhausted the diplomatic correspondence on the 
relation of filibustering to international relations. A large amount of 
unused material bearing upon his subject may be found at the Depart- 
ment of State in other " Despatches " from various Latin-American 
countries. 

The work has some defects. The map opposite page no is not ade- 
quate (e. g., it should show the "Punta Arenas" mentioned on pages 74 
and 325). There are several minor errors of careless diction, loose 
construction, and infelicitous style. Examples of incoherence of nar- 
rative due to " improper reference " are seen on page 19 (line 25) and 
page 365 (line 6). The most painful example of ungrammatical con- 
struction appears at the top of page 397. The book has an index of 
names and places. 

J. M. Callahan. 

Abraham Lincoln. By Lord Charnwood. [Makers of the Nine- 
teenth Century, edited by Basil Williams.] (New York: Henry 
Holt and Company. 1916. Pp. viii, 479.) 

Lord Charnwood has given us the most complete interpretation of 
Lincoln as yet produced, and he has presented it in such artistic form 
that it may well become classic. 

Lord Charnwood is a man of many affairs and much learning. He 
belongs to that Benson family of which the best known to Americans is 
the producer of Shakespeare's plays, and is of that group in which the 
late Henry James found such delight. He is neither a professional his- 
torian nor a professional writer, and his motive for the present work is 
quite obviously love of Lincoln. His preparation for it is but inade- 
quately suggested by the extensive and discriminating " Bibliograph- 
ical Note" (pp. 455-458). It really consists in a complete saturation 
with material relating to the subject in the largest possible way, and 
including, as the scholar must continually observe, the results of the 
most recent investigations and even unpublished conclusions. The sub- 
ject has been with him since boyhood, and has taken shape in that atmos- 
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